TOWN OF DANDRIDGE, TENNESSEE 

BOARD OF MAYOR AND ALDERMEN

Regular Meeting

10 March 2026
I. CALL TO ORDER

A. The Dandridge Board of Mayor and Aldermen (BMA) met in a regular session in Dandridge, Tennessee on Tuesday, the 10th day of March 2026.

B. Vice-Mayor TODD KESTERSON was present and presiding and called the meeting to order.

II. ROLL CALL

A. A roll call of the BMA was conducted with the following members responding:

· Alderman STEPHANIE CHURCHWELL

· Alderman JEFF DEPEW

· Alderman GEORGE GANTTE
· Vice-Mayor TODD KESTERSON

· Alderman ELLEN LONGMIRE
ABSENT: Mayor MIKE CHAMBERS
    Alderman JESSICA ELDER
B. A quorum being present, the following business was conducted and entered on the record:
III. PUBLIC HEARING
· Second and Final Reading of Ordinance 25/26-16 Rezone R-1 to B-4 (1130 Squirewood Way) Map 068O, Group B, Parcel 001.01
No Public Comments
· Second and Final Reading of Ordinance 25/26-17 Rezone R-1 to B-4 (1130 Squirewood Way) Map 068O, Group B, Parcel 011.00
No Public Comments
· Second and Final Reading of Ordinance 25/26-18 Rezone R-1 to B-4 (1130 Squirewood Way) Map 068O, Group B, Parcel 001.02
No Public Comments
· Second and Final Reading of Ordinance 25/26-19 Rezone R-1 to B-4 (1130 Squirewood Way) Map 068O, Group B, Parcel 010.00
No Public Comments
· Second and Final Reading of Ordinance 25/26-20 Rezone B-3 to B-4 (292 and 296 Goose Creek Rd.) Map 057, Parcel 079.01 
This is 1 parcel with 2 homes on it, both homes were there before we annexed it. Subdividing would take away the grandfathering and the B-3 zone would require them to be commercial.  Heirs of family want to subdivide and still use both houses as residences. B-4 would allow for both residential and commercial. 
IV. READING OF THE MINUTES
It came on a motion by Alderman DEPEW, seconded by Alderman LONGMIRE to approve the Regular Session minutes of the February 10, 2026, meeting as written (Alderman GANTTE abstain) 
On a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously and was so ordered.
V. PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS/COMMENTS
VI. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, REMONSTRANCES, AND

COMMUNICATIONS

None Presented
VII. BUSINESS PRESENTED BY THE MAYOR

None Presented

VIII. FINANCIAL REPORT BY THE TOWN RECORDER
Bank Balance:

BMA Acct:  

$7,159,526.13
DVFD Balance:

$   298,381.93



Drug Fund Balance:
$     47,941.98
DWMF Balance:
$  4,283,489.82
IX. PRESENTATION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS
· First Reading of Ordinance 25/26-21 Amending Title 8 Chapter 1 Section 8-210 (3) of the Dandridge Municipal Code (Contents of Application for Beer Permits)
Town Administrator Shockley – Extend the same B-3 beer zoning into the B-2 zone. Would remove exception for residences as long as they hold ABC license (restaurant that can serve liquor by the drink will also be able to sell beer.
It came on a motion by Alderman GANTTE, seconded by Alderman CHURCHWELL, to approve Ordinance 25/26-21 on first reading.
A roll call was asked for and the BMA responded as follows:

Alderman CHURCHWELL

AYE




Alderman DEPEW 


AYE

Alderman GANTTE

AYE

Vice-Mayor KESTERSON

AYE

Alderman LONGMIRE

AYE

On a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously and was so ordered
· First Reading of Ordinance 25/26-22 Amending the Dandridge Municipal Code by adding Title 20 Chapter 7 Sections 701-705 (Greenway Guidelines)

Town Administrator Shockley – Copied the same rules we have for the Dandridge Dock and tailored them to the greenway.

Town Attorney Jeff Greene -  Section 4: Motorized vehicles can also include electric vehicles (ebikes, scooters). Board agrees to include those in section 4. Section 8: Add drugs to no alcoholic beverages permitted. Board also agrees to prohibit both smoking and vaping. 
It came on a motion by Alderman GANTTE, seconded by Alderman DEPEW, to approve Ordinance 25/26-22 on first reading.
A roll call was asked for and the BMA responded as follows:

Alderman CHURCHWELL

AYE




Alderman DEPEW 


AYE

Alderman GANTTE

AYE

Vice-Mayor KESTERSON

AYE

Alderman LONGMIRE

AYE

On a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously and was so ordered
· Second and Final Reading of Ordinance 25/26-16 Rezone R-1 to B-4 (1130 Squirewood Way) Map 068O, Group B, Parcel 001.01
It came on a motion by Alderman CHURCHWELL, seconded by Alderman LONGMIRE, to approve Ordinance 25/26-16 on second and final reading.
A roll call was asked for and the BMA responded as follows:

Alderman CHURCHWELL

AYE




Alderman DEPEW 


AYE

Alderman GANTTE

AYE

Vice-Mayor KESTERSON

AYE

Alderman LONGMIRE

AYE

On a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously and was so ordered
· Second and Final Reading of Ordinance 25/26-17 Rezone R-1 to B-4 (1130 Squirewood Way) Map 068O, Group B, Parcel 011.00
It came on a motion by Alderman CHURCHWELL, seconded by Alderman GANTTE, to approve Ordinance 25/26-17 on second and final reading.
A roll call was asked for and the BMA responded as follows:

Alderman CHURCHWELL

AYE




Alderman DEPEW 


AYE

Alderman GANTTE

AYE

Vice-Mayor KESTERSON

AYE

Alderman LONGMIRE

AYE

On a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously and was so ordered
· Second and Final Reading of Ordinance 25/26-18 Rezone R-1 to B-4 (1130 Squirewood Way) Map 068O, Group B, Parcel 001.02
It came on a motion by Alderman CHURCHWELL, seconded by Alderman GANTTE, to approve Ordinance 25/26-18 on second and final reading.
A roll call was asked for and the BMA responded as follows:

Alderman CHURCHWELL

AYE




Alderman DEPEW 


AYE

Alderman GANTTE

AYE

Vice-Mayor KESTERSON

AYE

Alderman LONGMIRE

AYE

On a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously and was so ordered
· Second and Final Reading of Ordinance 25/26-19 Rezone R-1 to B-4 (1130 Squirewood Way) Map 068O, Group B, Parcel 010.00
It came on a motion by Alderman CHURCHWELL, seconded by Alderman LONGMIRE, to approve Ordinance 25/26-19 on second and final reading.
A roll call was asked for and the BMA responded as follows:

Alderman CHURCHWELL

AYE




Alderman DEPEW 


AYE

Alderman GANTTE

AYE

Vice-Mayor KESTERSON

AYE

Alderman LONGMIRE

AYE

On a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously and was so ordered
· Second and Final Reading of Ordinance 25/26-20 Rezone B-3 to B-4 (292 and 296 Goose Creek Rd.) Map 057, Parcel 079.01 
It came on a motion by Alderman GANTTE, seconded by Alderman LONGMIRE, to approve Ordinance 25/26-20 on second and final reading.
A roll call was asked for and the BMA responded as follows:

Alderman CHURCHWELL

AYE




Alderman DEPEW 


AYE

Alderman GANTTE

AYE

Vice-Mayor KESTERSON

AYE

Alderman LONGMIRE

AYE

On a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously and was so ordered
X. OLD BUSINESS
None Presented
XI. NEW BUSINESS
· Approval of DVFD Fireworks Fundraiser ($17,000)
Town Administrator Shockley – Requesting $17,000 for purchase of fireworks to sell for July 4th. Typically ask for $16,000 but the permitting price and insurance have gone up. 
It came on a motion by Alderman DEPEW, seconded by Alderman GANTTE, to approve $17,000 for the DVFD to purchase fireworks
A roll call was asked for and the BMA responded as follows:

Alderman CHURCHWELL

AYE




Alderman DEPEW 


AYE

Alderman GANTTE

AYE

Vice-Mayor KESTERSON

AYE

Alderman LONGMIRE

AYE

On a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously and was so ordered
· Economic Development Board Approval
Town Administrator Shockley – last June the board approved an application to create Economic Development Board. Asking for not to exceed amount of $3,000 to solicit the work of Bass, Berry, & Sims to help get implemented. 
It came on a motion by Alderman GANTTE, seconded by Alderman LONGMIRE, to approve not to exceed amount of $3,000 to Bass, Berry, & Sims for Economic Development Board implementation
A roll call was asked for and the BMA responded as follows:

Alderman CHURCHWELL

AYE




Alderman DEPEW 


AYE

Alderman GANTTE

AYE

Vice-Mayor KESTERSON

AYE

Alderman LONGMIRE

AYE

On a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously and was so ordered
· Approval of DWMF CDBG 2026 Services 
· CDBG Professional Administration – Community Development Partners
· CDBG Professional Engineering – Hatfield & Allen
Town Administrator Shockley – grant would be for sewer plant infrastructure updates

It came on a motion by Alderman LONGMIRE, seconded by Alderman GANNTE, to approve the DWMF CDBG 2026 administration and engineering services
On a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously and was so ordered.

· Annexation Request – Stone Property (Carlyle)
Town Administrator Shockley – P. Carlyle has purchased the 63.5 acre Stone Property and has asked to be annexed into the city. Plan of services will be created if board agrees to move forward
P. Carlyle – working on a large mixed-used development. Weigel’s expansion, commercial on the front end. Townhouses towards the northwest side, and single-family phase on the side closest to Sharon drive. 
It came on a motion by Alderman GANTTE, seconded by Alderman DEPEW, to move forward with the annexation request and send to planning commission for due diligence. 
Alderman CHURCHWELL

AYE




Alderman DEPEW 


AYE

Alderman GANTTE

AYE

Vice-Mayor KESTERSON

AYE

Alderman LONGMIRE

AYE

On a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously and was so ordered
· Discussion of Murals on Commercial Buildings
Town Building Inspector Reneau – Discussion has started to be had on murals on buildings. We had a proposal for a mural on a commercial building outside of the historic district recently. We currently don’t have anything in our guidelines. Design Review, Historic, and Planning were all receptive too it. BMA should have the final say on each proposal. Board agrees to move forward.
XII. DEPARTMENT HEAD UPDATES
· Finance – Kendall Moore

· No Updates
· Dandridge Water Management - Tana Benson

· 11 water taps and 6 sewer taps
· TDEC survey visit went very well

· Department completed OSHA 10 training today
· Public Works – Donald Whaley

· Just working on cleaning town up, doing mulch and pothole patching
· Parks and Rec – James Baker

· Summer basketball and revolution volleyball signups are ongoing. 
· Scoreboards at the field have been refurbished and are done

· Had 613 kids for end of basketball pizza party, coaches vs. staff game

· A lot of expos and activity going on at the activity center

· SJLL – Jeff Batson

· Signups for baseball and softball are over, we had 504 signups. Clean up day this Saturday.
· Police – Chief Batts

· Officer Jones is in the last two weeks of crash reconstruction course
· Officer Daniels in swat team training
· Flock cameras have led to 2 drug arrests recently
· 500+ snow cones at the end of basketball party day at FODAC
· 357 calls in February
· Building and Codes – Terry Reneau
· Design Review approved auto/diesel shop on Sharon Drive
· Historic approved building downtown. It was the best presentation I have seen since I have been here
· Planning approved site plan for squirewood
· DVFD – Steve Williams
· Firework sale license in place
· Got 15 sets of turnout gear from recent grant
· TA – Chris Shockley

· DVFD funding request to the county is $152,000. County budget meeting will be next Monday night.

· LGPAC meets tomorrow at that is the final step of our growth boundary expansion

· April 18 is our America 250 celebration. Awarded $10,000 grant for celebration.

· March 26 is the budget retreat

· Thursday at 10:00am the celebrity portion of Bassmaster will be utilizing the dock and Douglas lake.

· Library bid was awarded to Holtz Builders at 3.75 million, Our allotment will be true last dollar

· LPRF project ongoing

· State of TN Greenways and Trails director was on site today, will supply us with full report before opening

XIII. MISCELLANEOUS

Vice-Chairman Kesterson – welcomes and thanks the JCHS Youth Leadership students in attendance
XIV. 
ADJOURNMENT

It came on a motion by Alderman GANTTE, seconded by Alderman LONGMIRE, that the meeting of March 10, 2026, be adjourned.

On a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously, and was so ordered.
_______________________________
ATTEST:___________________________________________

Todd Kesterson, Vice-Mayor
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