TOWN OF DANDRIDGE, TENNESSEE 

BOARD OF MAYOR AND ALDERMEN

Regular Meeting
8 October 2024
I. CALL TO ORDER

A. The Dandridge Board of Mayor and Aldermen (BMA) met in a regular session in Dandridge, Tennessee on Tuesday, the 8th day of October 2024.

B. Mayor GEORGE GANTTE was present and presiding and called the meeting to order.

II. ROLL CALL

A. A roll call of the BMA was conducted with the following members responding:

· Mayor GEORGE GANTTE

· Alderman JESSICA ELDER
· Alderman MIKE NELSON

· Alderman MARIANNE REESE

· Alderman MIKE CHAMBERS

· Vice-Mayor TODD KESTERSON

ABSENT: Alderman JEFF DEPEW

B. A quorum being present, the following business was conducted and entered on the record:
III. PUBLIC HEARING
· Second and Final Reading of Ordinance No. 24/25-05 An Ordinance to Add Title 11 Chapter 2 Section 204 to the Dandridge Municipal Code
Town Attorney Jeff Greene – A riding lawn mower has a decibel level of 90, with blades on it could up to a level of 105. 

2 Changes under Section 6 – Domestic Power Equipment:
Original: Such power equipment shall include but not be limited to

Change 1: Such power equipment shall exclude, during the hours of 7:00 am to 10:00 pm
* during the hours of 7:00 am to 10:00 pm when people are mowing yards, the noise ordinance will not apply to lawn equipment*
Change 2: Give Town Administrator the ability to override noise ordinances during emergency situations.
Citizen: Brings to board’s attention that an individual in Majestic Bay uses a helicopter to get to and from work. Does it at dark as well as in the day. Shakes windows with noise. We also have a lot of big birds (Canada Geese) that could interfere with helicopter which could lead to safety concerns for helicopter and neighborhood. Town Attorney Jeff Greene: The FAA regulates aircraft, not the Town.
Vice-Mayor Kesterson – enforcement, monitoring, and who determines emergencies gives me some concerns with this ordinance. What has caused this to arise as a need? Do surrounding cities have anything similar? I’m not against it, I just question the enforceability. Town Administrator Shockley – A few months ago we were looking at noise ordinances for specific sites and we were advised that we should do it by zones. The police department would be the enforcer of the ordinance.
Alderman Elder – Our street department starts some days before 7:00 am. Wouldn’t want an ordinance that effects our own employees.
IV. READING OF THE MINUTES
It came on a motion by Alderman CHAMBERS, seconded by Alderman NELSON, to approve the Regular Session minutes of the September 10, 2024, meeting as written.
On a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously (with Vice-Mayor KESTERSON Abstaining) and was so ordered.
V. PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS/COMMENTS
Mr. Smith – Reiterates that helicopter issue isn’t just a noise issue but also a safety issue. It is the duty of the council to try and make it stop. Mayor Gantte – the best thing for us to do is have our Attorney go and research what we can do for this moving forward.
Marian Knight – 1. Understand that the BMA is looking at purchasing microphones so meetings can be recorded, please post those recordings online. (Town Administrator Shockley – Microphones have not been ordered; we have just looked at the possibility). 2. Refrain from putting public presentation speakers’ physical addresses in the minutes. 3.Why do I have to request public records if they are public? 4. Please post Dandridge Government meetings on the events calendar. 
VI. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, REMONSTRANCES, AND

COMMUNICATIONS

None Presented
VII. BUSINESS PRESENTED BY THE MAYOR

None Presented

VIII. FINANCIAL REPORT BY THE TOWN RECORDER
Bank Balance:

BMA Acct:  

$5,283,458.90
DVFD Balance:

$   192,666.88



Drug Fund Balance:
$     23,253.77
DWMF Balance:

$3,623,756.89
IX. PRESENTATION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS
· Second and Final Reading of Ordinance No. 24/25-05 An Ordinance to Add Title 11 Chapter 2 Section 204 to the Dandridge Municipal Code
It came on a motion by Alderman ELDER, seconded by Alderman NELSON, to approve Ordinance No. 24/25-05 on second and final reading with adjustments made by Town Attorney (Excluding personal home items during the hours 30 minutes before sunrise and 30 minutes after sunset and adding the verbiage for Town Administrator to declare emergencies)

Alderman Nelson makes a friendly motion to include the adjustment that noise can be measured from the property line instead of the 25 ft and Alderman Elder accepts.

Alderman Chambers – Sunrise and sunset times fluctuate daily so I would rather have a set time.
Alderman Chambers makes a friendly motion to include the adjustment of a set time from 6:00 am to 10:00 pm and both Alderman Elder and Alderman Nelson accepts.

A roll call was asked for and the BMA responded as follows:

Alderman CHAMBERS

AYE

Mayor Gantte


AYE
Alderman ELDER


AYE

Alderman REESE

AYE

Vice Mayor Kesterson

NO

Alderman NELSON

AYE

On a roll call vote, the motion passed 5-1 and was so ordered
· Resolution 24/25-03 A Resolution Authorizing and Providing for the Financing of a Water Facilities Project, Including Authorizing the Execution of Applications, Contractual Agreements, and other Necessary Documents, and Making Certain Representations, Certifications, and Pledges of Certain Revenue in Connection with Such Financing. 
Town Administrator Shockley – Been exploring different funding opportunities for next sewer project. The State Revolving Funds is where we partner with the State and essentially take a loan but with forgiveness. We would take out a loan for $400,000 but $200,000 would be forgiven. 3.5% interest rate with 20 year term
It came on a motion by Alderman REESE, seconded by Alderman CHAMBERS, to approve Resolution No. 24/25-03
A roll call was asked for and the BMA responded as follows:

Alderman CHAMBERS

AYE

Mayor Gantte


AYE
Alderman ELDER


AYE

Alderman REESE

AYE

Vice Mayor Kesterson

AYE

Alderman NELSON

AYE

On a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously and was so ordered.
X. OLD BUSINESS
None Presented

XI. NEW BUSINESS
· Bid Approval – Field of Dreams Backstop Renovation Project
Town Administrator Shockley – Tourism Enhancement Grant
Fortner Excavating - $81,373

Skilled Services - $1,135,000

Herco Inc. - $670,759
All contractors understood scope of work. We would recommend Fortner Excavating. 
It came on a motion by Alderman NELSON, seconded by Alderman ELDER, to approve the Field of Dreams Backstop Renovation with Fortner Excavating’s Bid of $81,373
A roll call was asked for and the BMA responded as follows:

Alderman CHAMBERS

AYE

Mayor Gantte


AYE
Alderman ELDER


AYE

Alderman REESE

AYE

Vice Mayor Kesterson

AYE

Alderman NELSON

AYE

On a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously and was so ordered.
· Approval to Purchase GMC 3500 on Statewide Contract (Wilson County Motors - $50,477.80)
Town Administrator Shockley – Replacing DVFD Command Truck from Accident. Recommend utilizing state contract through Wilson County Motors. Insurance negotiations are ongoing but we are confident we will get enough money to cover the cost of truck. Money will come from DVFD operating until insurance recovery comes in. Updated price $50,737.40

It came on a motion by Alderman CHAMBERS, seconded by Alderman REESE, to approve the Purchase of the GMC 3500 on Statewide Contract from Wilson County Motors for $50,737.40.
A roll call was asked for and the BMA responded as follows:

Alderman CHAMBERS

AYE

Mayor Gantte


AYE
Alderman ELDER


AYE

Alderman REESE

AYE

Vice Mayor Kesterson

AYE

Alderman NELSON

AYE

On a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously and was so ordered.
· Approval of Quote for Skating Rink Structure
Town Administrator Shockley – Structure for storing skates and employees to work out of. Would recommend Cherokee Structures because their design is best option to fit in Historic District. 10’x14’ structure with 4’ porch. Would request up to $10,000.

Vice Mayor Kesterson – We have purchased the rink and talking about this building..we have a pretty good investment. Are we going to charge to help cover the employees who run it?

It came on a motion by Alderman REESE, seconded by Alderman CHAMBERS, to approve the Purchase of the Skating Rink Structure up to $10,000.
A roll call was asked for and the BMA responded as follows:

Alderman CHAMBERS

AYE

Mayor Gantte


AYE
Alderman ELDER


AYE

Alderman REESE

AYE

Vice Mayor Kesterson

AYE

Alderman NELSON

AYE

On a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously and was so ordered.
· Approval of Dandridge Water Management Facility Purchase of F-150 Utilizing SWC-209
Town Administrator Shockley – This item was in approved budget. Would recommend Ford of Murfreesboro for a price of $48,120. Budgeted $55,000 for this item.
It came on a motion by Alderman REESE, seconded by Alderman ELDER, to approve the Purchase of the F-150 for the DWMF at a price of $48,120.
A roll call was asked for and the BMA responded as follows:

Alderman CHAMBERS

AYE

Mayor Gantte


AYE
Alderman ELDER


AYE

Alderman REESE

AYE

Vice Mayor Kesterson

AYE

Alderman NELSON

AYE

On a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously and was so ordered.
· Approval of Dandridge Water Management Facility Purchase of F-350 Utilizing SWC-209
Town Administrator Shockley – This item was in approved budget. Budgeted $100,000 for purchase. Would recommend Lonnie Cobb for a price of $68,177.
It came on a motion by Alderman REESE, seconded by Alderman NELSON, to approve the Purchase of the F-350 for the DWMF at a price of $68,177.
A roll call was asked for and the BMA responded as follows:

Alderman CHAMBERS

AYE

Mayor Gantte


AYE
Alderman ELDER


AYE

Alderman REESE

AYE

Vice Mayor Kesterson

AYE

Alderman NELSON

AYE

On a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously and was so ordered.
XII. DEPARTMENT HEAD UPDATES
· Town Administrator Shockley

· Can’t thank employees enough for their willingness and dedication to help others with storm damage/cleanup

· Police Chief Williams had officers in Newport helping

· Fire Chief Andy Riley and his firefighters supplied water to keep the hospital open in Newport

· Public Works lent trucks to the effort in Newport

· Water Department helped Public Works here in Dandridge clean up trees in roads

· DVFD – Chief Riley

· Thanks board for purchase of new command truck

· Instead of doing search and rescue in Newport, we were tasked with pumping water into the hospital from our tanker trucks. Proud of our team.
· Parks and Recreation Director - James Baker 

· Citizens of Dandridge stepped up to the plate with help with flood (donations)

· Teamed with Dandridge Broncos to send two truckloads of supplies to Newport

· Chocolate Fest was a success last weekend

· 100 participants in basketball league 1 week in

· Thanks to board for Toro Field drag
· Finance – Kendall Moore 

· Auditor visit went smoothly this past week
· Police Chief – Carson Williams
· Our officers did traffic enforcement, search and rescue in Newport as well as helped escort supplies to donation centers

· Dandridge Water Management Facility Superintendent - Tana Benson
· Had about 400 customers without water throughout the storm/cleanup

· Great communication with Newport Utilities

· Great team in Dandridge, helped with cleanup of lines and Swannsylvania water tank
· Codes Enforcement/Building Inspector - Terry Reneau
· Carlyle development phase 2 on 92 can and they are ready to go
· Approached on code enforcement for open burning so something you may want to address
XIII. MISCELLANEOUS

None Presented

XIV. 
ADJOURNMENT

It came on a motion by Alderman CHAMBERS, seconded by Alderman NELSON, that the meeting of October 8, 2024, be adjourned.

On a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously, and was so ordered.
_______________________________
ATTEST:
___________________________________________

George Gantte, Mayor
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